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C.LA. Reports to Senate Panel on Shod

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 — The Cen-
tra} Intelligence Agency reported to a
Senate committee today about the
shooting of Pope John Paul II. There
has been concern among members of
Congress that the Reagan Administra-
tion has not shown adequate interest in
determining whether Bulgaria and the
Soviet Union played a role in the 1981 as-
sessination attempt.

Several members of the Senate Per-
manent Select Committes un Intelli-
gence, including its chairman, Barry
M. Goldwater, Republican of Arizona,

and its vice chairman, Daniel Patrick|
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Moynihan, Democrat of New York,
have privately expressed doubts about |
the C.I.A.'s efforts to investigate Bul-
garian connections to Mehmet Al
Agca, the Turk convicted of shooting
the Pope, according to committee
sources, -

After today’s briefing of the commit-
tee, however, Senator Goldwater said
he was satisfied the C.1.A. was pursuing
the matter. *‘I don’t think they've been
dragging their tail,”” he said.

Mr. Moynihan also said he had been
persuaded by the briefing that the
C.1.A. was actively following develop-
ments and seemed well informed.

Other committee members,” who

asked not to be identified, said the
C.I.A. had provided no new information
about the shooting, leaving the impres-
sion, one senator said, ““that they’re fol- |

lowing the case but not very vigorous-| the agency’s intelligence division, and

l .!)
).,The C.1.A.’s interest in the shooting of
_ the Pope has been questioned in recent
weeks. Earlier this month, after an
NBC News report that the C.LA. had,
tried to discourage investigations into;
the shooting by the Italian Government
and American journalists, Williem J.
| Casey, the Director of Centrad Intelli-
| gence, raet with Wiliam P. Clark, the
White House national security adviser,
todiscuss the agency’s efforts. ;

White House officials said Mr. Casey .
had initiated the discussion to deny the !
es and reassure Mr, Clark that!

the C.I.A. had not impeded any investi-
gations. .
Secretary of State George P. Shultz,

| addressing the Conservative: Political

Action Conference, said today thiat the
United States had not tried to suppress
investigations into the shooting. He
added that the Government could not
have “‘a fruitful relationship” with Bul-
garie as long as it supported terrorism.

The Senate committee scheduled
tday’s briefing, commitiee sources
said, to learn what the C.LA. knew
about the case and find out what steps
the Administration bad taken to pursue
possible Bulgarian and Soviet involve.
ment. The C.1.A. was represented at the
hearing by Robert M. Gates, the head of
Join H. Stein, chief of clandestine
operations.

The two officials, according to Mr.

Moynihan, told the committee that
American - efforts t0' investigate the
shootmg were constrained by the Ital-
ian judicial system in which independ-
ent magistrates, acting in effect sg
grand Juries, cooduet loquiries withmit
reportng to the Government oris intel.
N reile Vi Moyaihen
a t, Mr, Moynihan sai

C.LA. has been unable to eouez;t%ﬁrg;?
I mation from investigators themselves
| and has had to rely on essistance from

-1 friendly intelligence services in Eu.

rope, most of which have only second.
hand information about the cagé

M;. Gol.dwater said, “Since this mat-
ter is being ‘handled by the Italians
there’s. & question about how far you’
should go in Investigating it yougself.”

- Other co tiee members, however,
criticized the C.1.A.'s efforts. One said,
*‘The agency has not used its resources
totrace Agca’s background and exam.
ine his connections with Bulgaria, The"

wi;’h}tt.ebe tInt;ilians."
r his arrest and convicts .
* Agca tald Italian authortties thao?’tbrfw
! Bulgarians living in Rome had helped
bim plan the assassination attempt, ac-
cording to Italian officials. Last
November Italian authorities arrested
one of the Bulgarians identified by Mr.
Agca, Sergel 1. Antonov, head of the
. Bulgarian airline office in Rome. He re-
yinains in custody on suspicion of com-
1 plicity in the shooting. : :
. _Tbe two other Buigarians, both em-
;ployees at the Bulgarian Embassy, are
in Bulgaria and, like Mr. Antonov, have
denied knowing or assisti
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C.LA. could do that without interfering - °
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